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PH 3263  Philosophy of Culture (3 cr.)
We live in a natural world, but culture is our intellectual home.  
This course explores the concept of culture and its evolution from 
the Greek paideia to the Modern concept of culture.  Special at-
tention will be paid to the works of Rousseau, Hegel, Nietzsche, 
Lyotard and Charles Taylor.  Other issues such as multi-cultural-
ism, cultural relativism and post-modern culture will also be dis- 
cussed.

Reading Courses / Themes and Problems
(ADVANCED UNDERGRADUATE COURSES)

PH 2411 Readings in  Mediaeval Philosophy (3 cr.)
Close textual examination of actual writings (in translation) of the 
mediaeval philosophers. Selections from: Augustine: Confessions, 
City of God, De Trinitate; Aquinas: Summa Theologiae, Summa 
contra Gentiles. The writings of various other authors such as Dyo-
nisius the Areopagite, Boethius, Scotus Eriugena, Anselm, Abe-
lard, Bonaventure, Duns Scotus, Ockham and Nicolaus of Cusa 
may also be included.
 

Evening Courses

PH 1081 Philosophical Conceptions of Leadership (3 cr.)
Leadership is a popular topic today. Many books and articles are 
published on the nature, characteristics, and challenges of leader-
ship. Most of these courses, books and articles deal with a specific 
sector of our social life: i.e., business or corporate sector. Yet lea-
dership plays a pivotal role in other social spheres as well.  Con-
temporary publications often focus on the leader’s styles and abili-
ties, and the specific relationships and fields of action that make 
possible the expression of these styles and abilities. Yet, the philo-
sophical analysis of the concept and of the problems pertaining to 
leadership is often missing or insufficient. This course proposes a 
more thorough understanding of the phenomenon of leadership. It 
will also present and analyze the chief conceptions of leadership 
that have been advanced in the history of philosophy, from Plato 
and Aristotle to the 20th century.  Its aim is not to make the student 
a better leader, but rather to deepen his or her understanding of 
what leadership is all about.

PH 2664 Current Issues in Ethics (3 cr.)
This course serves as a general introduction to the problems of 
applied ethics. It will propose readings addressing a variety of 
ethical issues, in society at large, as well as in specialized sectors. 
Students will survey various issues in ethics, that will enrich their 
research and understanding in applied ethics.

PH 3660  Applied Ethics (3 cr.)
This course will look at the fundamental approaches and methods 
in applied ethics. It will introduce students to the case study meth-
od and emphasize decision-making and decision theory in ethics. 
The course will also look at effective ethics programs for organi-
zations, ethics codes, professional ethics and other measures and 
activities in the organizational world.
 

GRADUATE STUDIES 2010-2011

Please visit the College Website for courses schedules:
www.dominicancollege.ca 

The seminars will be taught in the language used in its title and de-
scription, except PH 5370 and PH 5257 which are bilingual semi-
nars. We would like to strongly encourage Anglophone students to 
register in bilingual seminars and/or seminars taught in French 
as their participation and papers can be done in the language of 
their choice.

September - December 2010

PH 5414 Metaphysics and Politics (3 cr.) 
James Lowry
The Ancients, particularly Plato and Aristotle, thought of human 
life as inextricably tied to life in the city state. Moreover such so-
cial life was not seen as apart from the soul on the one hand and 
the order of the cosmos on the other. In contrast modern politi-
cal science sees itself as one of many sciences that can be studied 
without necessary relation to metaphysical science. This is be-
cause metaphysics is thought to be both non-empirical and rooted 
in human psychology. The seminar will consider whether or not 
politics must occur within or without metaphysics. Members of 
this seminar will have the opportunity to become familiar with 
ancient Greek theory about the state along with whatever other 
authors, medieval and modern, might add to the discussion of how 
metaphysics and politics are related. 

PH 5443 St. Thomas’s Metaphysics: creation and distinction 
(3 cr.)
Lawrence Dewan, O.P.
Metaphysics is the study of beings as beings, and culminates in the 
consideration of the cause of beings as beings, the creative cause. 
Thomas Aquinas treats God, as the cause of being for all beings, in 
several places, but does so most systematically in the Summa theo-
logiae 1, questions 44-46. Our course will read these texts together 
with their background in questions 2, 3, 4, 7, and 11. Special atten-
tion will be paid to the question of the possible eternity of a created 
universe, as this was a point of great controversy in the 13th cen-
tury. Some attention will also be paid to the related doctrine of God 
as origin of specific diversity in reality (Summa theologiae 1.47 
and Summa contra gentiles 2.39-45). Knowledge of Latin is not 
necessary. – The relevance of the discussion for current concerns 
about creation, design, and evolution will be considered. 

G
raduate Courses



PH 5463 Possible Worlds, Infinity & Ethics (3 cr.)
Leslie Armour
From Josiah Royce to Emmanuel Lévinas infinity has come to play 
an increasing part in ethics, politics, and metaphysics. Recently, 
the ideas of David Lewis and books by John Leslie, Rod Girle, and 
others have opened new horizons for explanation and have change 
the arguments about physicalist reductionism and approaches to 
some basic metaphysical notions. The human being as capable of 
transcending every system and every humanly constituted limita-
tion has figured a basis of claims about human dignity. Perhaps 
the human being is limited only, by the infinity of God. Such ideas 
have come to be a first line of defence against God. Such ideas have 
come to be a first line of defence against reductionists, mechanists, 
and other system builders who have tried to constrict human nature 
into a pre-ordained mould and so open the way for various kinds of 
authoritarianism. Will the ideas of infinity bear this weight?
The seminary will begin with a discussion of the possible worlds 
thesis, especially in the work of John Leslie and David Lewis. 
We will them explore the relation of ethics and infinity and of the 
roots of current theories —particularly the theory of Emmanuel 
Lévinas— in the writings of Descartes. But the problem must be 
understood in historical terms. We will explore the roots of philo-
sophical infinity theory tracing it through Philo (with references 
back to Anaximander, Plato) and on to Plotinus and John the Scot.
Theories were greatly enriched in the Middle Ages and we will 
talk about Bonaventure, Aquinas, and Duns Scotus. We will look 
also at Yves de Paris and Blaise Pascal at the time of Descartes 
and Nicholas Malebranche. A major advance was made by Wil-
liam Sherlock at the end of Seventeenth Century. The Cambridge 
Platonists brought out the basis for the moral issues. We will see 
how the issues took contemporary shape in Hegel and his reflexion 
on Kant. Watson and Howison forced a rethinking of Hegel’s. Re-
flecting in them, in their turn, we can return to the contemporary 
situation in the work of Jean-Luc Marion and Lévinas.

January - April 2011

PH 5370 Passions, emotions, ethics (3 cr.) 
Maxime Allard
In order to explore the relations between passions, emotions and 
ethics, this seminar will focus on the (theologico-)political field of 
human experience. From the rhetorical Aristotelian and stoic ap-
proaches to the treatises of Aquinas, Descartes, Spinoza and Hume 
to the renewed treatment of passions by M. Meyer and M.C. Nuss-
baum, this seminar will a) expose the conditions for the definition 
of passions and their relations to ethics, b) attempt to understand 
the relations between the different passions and c) attend to the 
anthropological aspects of this situation.

Pour aborder les entrelacs des rapports entre passions, émotions 
et éthique, ce séminaire fera porter l’attention sur le pli (théo-
logico-)politique. Des premières constructions rhétoriques des 
passions (Aristote, divers Stoïciens) aux grands traités (Thomas 
d’Aquin, Descartes, Spinoza, Hume) puis au renouveau de leurs 
prises en compte (M. Meyer, M. C. Nussbaum), ce séminaire ten-
tera a) d’exposer les conditions de ces rapports et de ces défini-
tions, b) de suivre les relations des passions entre elles, c) d’en 
penser les enjeux anthropologiques.

PH 5257 On certainty: Wittgenstein, Hume and Descartes (3 cr.)
Jean-François Méthot
This seminar concerns the epistemological problem of certainty. It 
will consist in a reading of Wittgenstein’s On Certainty, supported 
by a thorough reading of Descartes’ Meditations and Hume’s Trea-
tise on Human Nature. Moore’s “In Defense of Common Sense” 
will also hold an important place in our study.

Ce séminaire porte sur la notion épistémologique de certitude. Il 
s’agira d’une lecture de De la certitude, de Wittgenstein, que nous 
mettrons en regard des Méditations de Descartes, et du Traité de 
la nature humaine de Hume. Le texte de G.E. Moore, “Défense 
du sens commun” tiendra aussi une place importante dans notre 
étude.

PH 5660 Immanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (3 cr.)
Francis Peddle
This course is a detailed examination of the epistemological claims 
made in the Transcendental Aesthetic and Transcendental Analytic 
of Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. A particular focus of the course 
is the interrelation of the Transcendental Aesthetic with the Trans-
cendental Deductions, the Pure Schematism and the System of the 
Synthetic Principles of the Understanding in the Transcendental 
Analytic. The section on the Postulates of Empirical Thought in 
the System of Principles also contains an important addition by 
Kant called the “Refutation of Idealism.” Kant’s phenomenal ob-
jectivism, as elaborated in the Refutation of Idealism, is a critique 
of Cartesian subjectivism or what he calls in the Preface to the 
Second Edition “psychological idealism.” This phenomenal objec-
tivism or the proof of “the objective reality of outer intuition” will 
be scrutinized in the light of varying interpretations by Henry Alli-
son, Paul Guyer and J.N. Findlay. The course examines as well the 
Amphiboly of the Concepts of Reflection which is an Appendix to 
the Transcendental Analytic. Cross-reference in the course will be 
made to Kant’s Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science as 
well as to his formulation of the nebular hypothesis. 



My fall schedule

My winter schedule



Notes:
Notes:


